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AGENDA ITEM 16 
 

HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
 

Report to Annual Council 
 

19 May 2015 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Appendices Attached - None 
 
 
1.        Reason for the Report  
 
1.1 To update Councillors on the progress of the High Peak Local Plan and 

Chapel-en-le-Frith Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 That the report be noted. 
 

3. Executive Summary 
 

High Peak Local Plan 
 
3.1 A series of Examination Hearings on the High Peak Local Plan were held 

during January and February 2015 in Glossop and Buxton. The last scheduled 
hearing was held on 5th February. The hearings were led by Mike Moore, a 
Planning Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State and attended by the 
Council and other participants who had submitted representations to the Local 
Plan at the submission stage and who had expressed a desire to appear at a 
hearing to discuss matters in more detail. 

 
3.2 As outlined in the previous update to Council, work has been ongoing to 

consider and address matters discussed at the hearing sessions in order to 
provide the Inspector with further information and inform his recommendations 
on the Local Plan. Progress on the various items is summarised below: 

TITLE: Local Plan and Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Neighbourhood Plan – Update 

 
CONTACT OFFICER:  Dai Larner, Executive Director (Place) 
   
WARDS INVOLVED: Local Plan: All outside of Peak District 

National Park 
Neighbourhood Plan: All within Parish of 
Chapel-en-le-Frith 
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• The Inspector conducted a series of further site visits in April. This included 
some sites proposed to be allocated in the Local Plan and additional sites 
considered by the Inspector during the examination. 

 

• A series of “main modifications” to the Local Plan were submitted to the 
Inspector by the Council in April. The modifications relate to proposed 
changes to the Local Plan in light of objections and discussion at the 
examination hearings. Modifications have been proposed by the Council when 
the Inspector has indicated that they may be necessary to ensure that the 
Local Plan can be considered “sound” and therefore in accordance with the 
National Planning Policy Framework. The modifications can be viewed on the 
examination library website (reference U2 and U3). A link to the website is 
provided at the end of this report. 

 

• New household projections (2012-based) were published by the Department 
for Communities and Local Government on 27th February. The average annual 
growth in households in High Peak over the period 2012 to 2037 is now 
projected to be 262. This is lower than previous projections which have been 
in the region of 400. As planning guidance states that the projections should 
be the starting point for the determination of the Borough’s objectively 
assessed need (OAN) for housing, further work has been commissioned to 
confirm the Borough’s housing needs in light of the new information. The study 
is due to be published in early May. In the event that the findings of the study 
suggest that revisions to the Local Plan may be necessary, it is intended that a 
report will be considered by Council on 11 June to determine any further main 
modifications. A period of consultation with examination participants would 
then be required on any proposed changes. The consultation would 
commence in June. The Inspector has indicated that a further examination 
hearing is then likely to be required to discuss the matter. A date for any 
hearing has yet to be determined.  

 

• A short technical consultation on the Council’s housing trajectory, five year 
housing land supply calculations and additional information on housing 
windfall calculation was held following the examination hearings. The 
consultation closed on 25th February. Responses were received from twelve 
participants which raised a variety of issues. In response, the Council 
proposed two minor amendments to its housing trajectory. All responses were 
submitted to the Inspector for consideration and can be viewed on the 
examination library website (reference S1 to S13).  

 

• An assessment of the impact of development at the Woodhead Road, Glossop 
(G8-G11) housing allocation on heritage assets including the Old Glossop 
Conservation area was commissioned by the Council in April. This was 
requested by the Inspector in March in order to further consider whether the 
scale of developed proposed could be accommodated without unacceptable 
harm. Concerns have been raised by English Heritage and others in this 
regard. The assessment is due to be completed and submitted to the 
Inspector in June. Depending on the findings of the assessment, the Inspector 
may recommend that modifications to the Local Plan are made to address 
points raised. 
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3.3 Once the Inspector has had the opportunity to review the information identified 

above, including the outcome of a potential extra hearing session, he is likely 
to provide the Council with a report with recommendations regarding the 
soundness and legal compliance of the Local Plan and its suitability for 
adoption. This will include a requirement for consultation on all of the main 
modifications that are deemed necessary by the Inspector. Views are likely to 
be sought on other minor modifications to the plan at the same time. Minor 
modifications relate to changes that are not required to ensure that the plan 
can be considered sound but may be made in the interests of accuracy and 
consistency. The timescales for the progression of the Local Plan will be 
established in more detail once the need for a further hearing has been 
confirmed. However, it is unlikely that the Council will be in a position to adopt 
the new Local Plan until late 2015 at the earliest.  
 
Chapel-en-le-Frith Neighbourhood Plan 
 

3.4 Chapel-en-le-Frith Parish Council has prepared a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan providing a vision for the future of the Parish.  Once the 
Plan is adopted by the Borough Council, it will become part of the 
development plan for the area. 

 
3.5 The Chapel-en-le-Frith Neighbourhood Plan was subject to an independent 

Examination in January 2015.  The Examiner’s report was received on 2 
February and has been made available.  The Examiner concluded that the 
Chapel-en-le-Frith Neighbourhood Plan - as modified by her recommendations 
- meets the conditions set out in legislation and should proceed to a 
Neighbourhood Planning referendum. 

 
3.6 The Neighbourhood Plan and the Examiner’s report were considered by a 

meeting of High Peak Borough’s full Council on 9 March 2015 and the Peak 
District National Park Planning Committee on 13 March 2015.  Having 
considered the recommendations made by the Examiner, the Borough Council 
and Peak District National Park Authority have decided to make each of her 
recommended modifications to the draft plan.  A Decision Statement to this 
effect has been published by the Council. 

 
3.7 Consequently it has been agreed that on 16 July 2015 a referendum will be 

held in the Parish of Chapel-en-le-Frith which poses the question: 
 

“Do you want High Peak Borough Council and the Peak District National Park 
Authority to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Chapel-en-le-Frith Parish to help 
it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?”  

 
3.8 If more than 50% of those voting in the referendum vote “yes”, then the 

Borough Council will bring the Neighbourhood Plan into force.  Decisions on 
whether or not to grant planning permission in the neighbourhood area will 
need to be made in accordance with the Neighbourhood Development Plan, 
unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 
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Dai Larner  
Executive Director - Place 

 
 
Web Links and 
Background Papers 

Location Contact details 

Local Plan examination library: 
http://highpeak-
consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/high_peak/exam_lib
rary 
 
Neighbourhood Plan and Examiner’s Report 
http://www.highpeak.gov.uk/hp/council-
services/neighbourhood-planning/chapel-en-le-
frith-neighbourhood-development-plan 
 

  

 
 


